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We’re delighted with an installation 

recently completed in The Yellow 

Drawing Room and The Library at 

world-famous Leeds Castle.  

One of the carpets we replaced at this 

historic venue is reputed to have been woven by 

Monks in a St Petersburg monastery as a 

wedding gift to Catherine the Great on her 

marriage to Tsar Peter of Russia.

 “As a curator for a historic house, it’s 

crucial to be able to recreate textiles that have 

exited the collection or been destroyed. At Leeds 

Castle the original carpets in the Yellow Drawing 

Room and Library had worn out and been 

discarded in the late 20th century, and what 

were in place were replicas. The replicas in place 

were adequate but lacked some of the detail 

visible in photographs of the originals. Wilton 

Carpets were able to work with us, looking both 

at the replicas but also at images of the originals, 

and with their expertise, we were able to 

commission new replicas that more closely 

reflected the original carpets and the subtle 

colours and patterns.”

Annie-Kemkaren-Smith 

Curator

Archive image of original carpet
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Maintaining the authentic look and feel of Leeds 

Castle is not just important for its preservation; 

it’s a critical part of the visitor experience.  It was 

vital for this project that the detail of the 

original design and construction was understood 

and imitated most accurately. 

These are both 10-row axminster woven carpets. 

The yarns were specially dyed to colourmatch 

the original palette.

During its 900 year history, Leeds Castle has 

been a Norman stronghold; the private 

property of six of England’s medieval queens; 

a palace used by Henry VIII and his first wife 

Catherine of Aragon; a Jacobean country house; a 

Georgian mansion; an elegant early 20th 

century retreat for the influential and famous; 

and in the 21st century, it has become one of the 

most visited historic buildings in Britain.

 



Case Study 

Leeds Castle, Kent

Wilton Carpets Minster Street Wilton SP2 0AY

01722 746 000 sales@wiltoncarpets.com


